
Prayer ~ Sunday 1st July  2018                                     No 861 

 

Lectionary readings: Lamentations 3: 23-33; Psalm 30; 2 

Corinthians 8: 7-15; Mark 5: 21-43 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Lamentations 3: God's mercies are new every morning.  

God is a faithful God.  We start each day forgiven, 

ready to begin afresh our journey.  God is with us no 

matter what we are going through.  But we have to face 

what we have to face.  When we know that God is with 

us, this can transform our situation for we know we are 

not alone.  We are encouraged here to wait in silence, to 

stop going over and over what has happened or is 

happening and to be still and just be with God.  This 

puts space around our problem and gives God an 

opportunity to work in us, to give us insight, to calm us.  

So this week let's enter the silence and let God wrap His 

loving arms around us and minister peace and stillness, 

and then give us courage and new strength to go 

forward unafraid with Him. 

• Psalm 30: The enemies of our soul today are fears - all 

kinds of fears which we allow to overwhelm us.  But we 

have another option - to bring God into our fears and go 

forward hand in hand with Him to face our situation.  

God is a God of love, a God of mercy, a God of infinite 

grace and compassion.  He can set us free from fear and 

fill us with faith, but only if we allow Him into our life 

to walk with us through all our experiences, good and 

bad.  The awareness of His presence can change us and 

can change how we perceive our situation.  He can turn 

our mourning into dancing. 

• 2 Corinthians 8: Paul commends the Corinthians for 

their faith, their giftedness, their love.  Then he says he 

wants them to excel in the ministry of giving in 

response to Jesus' giving of Himself to them.  This is 

one way that we can show that our love is real.  We are 

called to love like Jesus, to respond to the needs of 

others out of a heart flowing with God's self-giving 

love.  A question we might ask ourselves each day this 

week:  Did I excel in the ministry of giving myself in 

love to others today?   

• Mark 5: Here we have two stories interwoven - Jairus, 

ruler of the synagogue, who comes to Jesus in 

desperation for his twelve year old daughter is gravely 

ill and he wants Jesus to heal her, and the unnamed 

woman who comes to Jesus in desperation seeking 

healing for herself after years of suffering.  She is 

someone who had been rejected because of her medical 

condition, who should not, according to Jewish law, be 

out and about mingling with people lest she make them 

unclean.  But she is willing to risk further rejection, so 

desperate is her desire to be well and to live a normal 

life.  So she reaches out to touch Jesus' garment and 

Jesus is aware of a power having been transmitted.  He 

commends her for her faith.  She is healed.  There is no 

one beyond the love of God; all are accepted by Him, 

every one considered of immense worth and value.  He 

responds to all who reach out in faith to Him.  Jairus is 

an important man in the community.  He has authority, 

but he recognises in Jesus someone who will be willing 

to respond to his plea to come and heal his daughter.  I 

wonder if he was somewhat impatient as Jesus stopped 

to reach out to the woman?  Let's come to Jesus and 

share with Him how we need to be healed and see the 

love in His eyes as He looks at us with compassion. 


