
Prayer ~ Sunday 8th July 2018                                     No 862 

 

Lectionary readings: Ezekiel 2: 1-5; Psalm 123; 2 

Corinthians 12: 2-10; Mark 6: 1-13 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Ezekiel 2: Ezekiel is called by God to speak to a nation 

which is rebellious and has turned against God.  He is 

not promised instant success, or success at all.  He is 

called to be faithful.  We too are called by God to share 

our faith with people who perhaps don't want to hear, 

don't want to be challenged.  God has chosen to work 

through us human beings, and He wants our lives to 

speak of Him and us to reach out in love, no matter 

what response we get.  May God's presence in us 

empower us to be all that God wants us to be so that we 

show His love to those around us. 

• Psalm 123: Here is this Psalm in 'Psalms for Praying':  

'To You I lift up my spirit, You, who are enthroned in 

every heart.  For, as the young child holds tightly the 

hand of its parent, as those in the throes of disease look 

to one who brings comfort, so our spirits seek the Heart 

of love, that we might find mercy and forgiveness.  Have 

mercy on us, O compassionate One; have mercy, that 

we might turn from our blind and ignorant ways.  Too 

long our souls have been veiled by fear; have mercy; 

lead us to the path of wholeness.'  Let's pray this prayer 

for ourselves this week. 

• 2 Corinthians 12: Paul speaks of a deeply spiritual 

experience he has had, a mystical experience which he 

finds difficult to put into words.  He is not meaning to 

boast, but is merely saying that he has met with God.  It 

might be good for us to reflect this week on a deep 

experience we have had of God and the effect that 

experience has had on us.  He also speaks of a 'thorn in 

the flesh' which he had to live with.  We don't know 

what sort of affliction that was but, whatever it was, it 

was a constant reminder to him of his need of God and 

so he came to see it as a gift.  He was able to give 

thanks for his weaknesses and limitations and accept 

them, experiencing God's strength in his weakness.  

This surely speaks to us: instead of fighting against our 

situation, or denying it, why not accept it, surrender to it 

and find God in it with us, and allow His grace to 

minister to us so that we are enlarged, not diminished, 

by our situation? 

• Mark 6: Jesus met with unbelief and rejection in His 

home town of Nazareth.  'Who does he think he is?' 

(The Message) They were probably unwilling to face up 

to the challenge His teaching was bringing them, afraid 

of the change that would bring in their lives.  How open 

are we to change within the church and in our own 

lives?  Jesus sent His disciples out in twos to preach the 

message that life can be radically different from what 

we are used to.  God wants to change us, to heal us, to 

make us whole.  The people were receptive to the 

disciples' message, unlike the people of Nazareth.  How 

receptive are we to this message?  In what ways do you 

think God wants to change you?  Jesus told His 

disciples they needed nothing with them for their 

mission, for God was with them.  We, too, have God 

within us and so we can go out and share the message of 

God and live the message, no matter what the response 

may be.  May God give us grace this week  to be open 

to be changed by God and to share God's message with 

all we come in contact with. 


