
Prayer ~ Sunday 15th July 2018                                   No 863 

 

Lectionary readings: Amos 7: 7-15; Psalm 85: 8-13;  

Ephesians 1: 3-14; Mark 6: 14-29 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Amos 7: Israel was judged as unholy, failing to reach 

God's standard.  Amaziah, the priest at Bethel, did not 

like Amos' message as Amaziah was clearly not doing 

his job properly and was largely responsible for leading 

the people astray.  He was more concerned about his 

own position than hearing God's message and doing the 

will of God.  Amos, on the other hand, was conscious of 

the fact that he had been chosen by God and was 

desirous of being faithful to his calling.  I wonder who 

we are like - Amos, concerned to be faithful to God and 

live as God wants us to, no matter what it costs; or 

Amaziah concerned to safeguard our own position and 

lifestyle, but with little concern for God's will? 

• Psalm 85: 'Listen, O people, in the silent chapel of your 

heart; and the Beloved will speak of peace to you 

....Surely new life is at hand for those who reverence 

Love ....Mercy and compassion are Love's way, and will 

guide our footsteps upon the path of peace.'  These are 

just a few verses for us to ponder from 'Psalms for 

Praying'.  The qualities that bring about harmony and 

build community are steadfast love, faithfulness, 

righteousness and peace, says the Psalmist.  This is 

what we are called to. 

• Ephesians 1: We are the people God has set His love 

upon, and He wants to bless us; He wants to set us free; 

He wants to make us whole.  He has lavished His love 

on us, and He has designed us for glorious living, to be 

filled with joy and hope, as we open our hearts to Him 

who has opened up His heart to us.  It might be good for 

us to take time this week to reflect on the blessings God 

has lavished upon us, and to open ourselves up more 

and more to receive from Him inner healing, inner 

freedom, wholeness, fullness of life.  Not only does God 

want to bring about inner harmony in each one of us; 

his desire is for cosmic harmony and oneness. 

• Mark 6: Here we have the gruesome story of John the 

Baptist's sad end at the hands of Herod.  John was 

someone who had faithfully fulfilled his role of 

preaching and preparing the hearts of the people for the 

coming of Jesus, and yet he was not spared suffering.  

Nor will we be.  People had been asking the question: 

Who is this man Jesus?  Herod, full of guilt that he had 

been the one who had put John to death, was convinced 

that Jesus was John the Baptist come back to haunt him.  

Notice Herod's ambivalence - hovering between being 

drawn to a liberating, life-giving relationship with God, 

and being mesmerised by power and popularity.  How 

ambivalent are we ?  Are we hovering between a desire 

for that liberating life that God can give, and a fear of 

where it might lead, or of how others will respond?  

Who is Jesus for you?   

 

A prayer 

Lord, following You is not for wimps, for it involves rejection, 

opposition and suffering.  Give me courage, Lord, to follow 

You uncompromisingly.  Give me hope, Lord, and remind me 

of Your gracious purposes.  Give me faith, Lord, that I may 

take the risks of love and go forward secure in the knowledge 

of Your presence and love and power.  Amen 


