
Prayer ~ Sunday 7th October 2018                           No 875 

 

Lectionary readings: Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1: 

1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10: 2-16 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Job 1-2: The book of Job addresses the problem of evil 

and suffering.  The mystery of evil is something we are 

all faced with.  Suffering is probably the biggest 

challenge we are faced with in life.  We all have 

difficulty making sense of it, wondering how it can sit 

happily with a God of love.  None of us escapes 

suffering.  We keep asking why.  We hate not having 

answers.  But sometimes – often - we have to be content 

to live with the questions.  The all-important question 

is: how do we respond to suffering?  Do we blame God 

and turn our back on Him?  Or do we find God present 

with us in our suffering, giving us courage and strength 

to go through it? 

• Psalm 26: Here are selected verses from the paraphrase 

in 'Psalms for Praying'. 'Speak on my behalf, O Beloved, 

for I would choose the path of wholeness, trusting in 

your love without reserve.  May my heart be as your 

heart; may my mind be as your mind .... O Loving 

Presence, I cherish your dwelling-place, my heart. O 

that I might radiate Love Divine.  Keep me always in 

your presence, ever ready to praise your Name.  Make 

me holy, complete in You .... For I would choose the 

path of wholeness.  Fulfil your promise and be gracious 

to me.  Then, standing with equanimity in heaven's 

company, I shall ever bless You, O Beloved of my heart.' 

• Hebrews 1-2: God, in coming in Jesus to share our life, 

shared also in our sufferings and death.  A God who has 

made Himself vulnerable by giving us free will and 

giving us responsibility for our lives, a God who suffers 

with us, a God who brings life out of what looks dead - 

that's a God we can relate to.  He understands what we 

are going through when we suffer.  He wants to journey 

with us.  He wants us to be aware of His presence 

within us.  And He wants us to reflect Him, just as Jesus 

did, in the way we live so that God may be seen in us.  

That means we need to spend time with God allowing 

His Spirit to permeate our lives so that we become more 

like Jesus. 

• Mark 10: Here we have Jesus' teaching on marriage.  

God is interested in every area of our lives and wants to 

be included in all our decisions.  Perhaps married 

couples might like to reflect on where God features in 

their marriage.  And we may all reflect on whether the 

way we treat one another is life-giving, designed to 

bring healing and wholeness to one another.  If love has 

grown cold, how can that love be rekindled? God gives 

Himself to us as a gift.  How are we availing ourselves 

of that gift of God which is pure grace?  All we have to 

do is open ourselves to Him with the simplicity of a 

child.  This week let's allow God to be all He wants to 

be to us, as we share every part of our lives with Him. 

 

A prayer 

Come, Lord Jesus, touch me with Your love and re-shape me in 

Your image.  Come, Lord Jesus, expand me by Your power as I 

learn from difficulties, grow in adversity, gain wisdom from 

failures, a new perspective from disappointments and joy in 

simply living life fully and deeply.  Come, Lord Jesus, amaze 

me with Your presence and open me to live my life with 

integrity as You lived Yours.  Come, Lord Jesus, struggle with 

me in my searching and help me to live with mystery.  Amen 


