
Prayer ~ Sunday 21st October 2018                            No 877 

 

Lectionary readings: Job 38:1-7; Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35c; 

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10: 35-45 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Job 38: Despite his pain and suffering, Job continued to 

cry out to God and question God.  And now God 

responds - not with comforting words, or explanations 

of why Job is suffering as he is, but with questions.  

'Why do you talk without knowing what you are talking 

about?' (v2 The Message)  Job, like ourselves, doesn't 

begin to understand God, for God is Mystery, and far 

beyond anything our human minds can imagine.  We 

like to think we can control God, bargain with God, 

manipulate God into doing what we want.  God knows 

what we are going through and promises us His 

presence.  Often it is through suffering or 

disappointment that we grow in our faith. 

• Psalm 104: Here are some verses from the modern 

paraphrase in 'Psalms for Praying' for us to reflect on: 

'Bless the Radiant One, O my soul.  O Heart of my 

heart, You are so very great.  You are clothed with 

justice and mercy .... O You who know all hearts, how 

manifold are your works.  In wisdom You have created 

them all; the earth is filled with your creatures .... May 

all who feel separated from You open their hearts to 

new Life.' 

• Hebrews 5: Because Jesus was a human being like us, 

He is able to identify with us and understand our 

struggles with life, feeling compassion for us and 

dealing gently with us in our weakness and frailty.  

Jesus lived a life of obedience to God and, in doing so, 

He did not escape suffering and death.  Jesus became 

fully who He was created to be through suffering.  So 

with us.  Our rituals can shield us from change, but 

Jesus wants to bring us into union with God which 

means healing, wholeness, completeness, inner 

harmony, our becoming fully who we truly are. 

• Mark 10: Here Jesus' disciples show themselves up in 

their true colours.  We are all like the disciples - full of 

self-importance, self-centred, thinking worldly 

thoughts, acting out of our ego.  There is no hierarchy in 

God's Kingdom - all are equal.  God's values and the 

values of the world are radically different.  Jesus invites 

us to follow the path of humility and selfless service.  

We are called to serve one another - not just those we 

choose to serve, not just those we find easy to love.  We 

are called to act with grace under pressure, and with 

love even when we find someone difficult to love.  We 

need to remember we are building God's Kingdom here 

and now. 

 

A prayer 

 

Lord, forgive my calculated efforts to serve You, only when it 

is convenient to do so, only in those places where it is safe to 

do so and only through those people who make it easy for me 

to do so.  Lord, forgive me and give me a willingness to take 

seriously Your call to be like You in the unique way I can be by 

Your grace, opening myself to Your Spirit and willingly giving 

myself in selfless love as You did.  May I be one in whom the 

life of God lives, the love of God loves and the being of God is 

made manifest so that, like You, I may arrive at the full stature 

of my maturity and humanity.  Amen. 

 


