
Prayer ~ Sunday 28th October 2018                            No 878 

 

Lectionary readings: Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34: 1-8, 19-

22; Hebrews 7: 23-28; Mark 10: 46-52 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Job 42: 'I admit I once lived by rumours of you; now I 

have it all first hand - from my own eyes and ears.' (v5 

The Message)  Job has seen God at work in his own 

life; he has heard God speak to him.  There has to come 

a time in our life when we make the faith that has been 

passed on to us our own.  We might like to reflect on 

how we have come to a first-hand experience of God in 

our own lives.  The book of Job ends by saying that 

God blessed Job's later life even more than his earlier 

life.  Through suffering we too can grow in our faith; 

we too can experience the reality of God's presence with 

us; we too can receive so many blessings as a result of 

experiencing God's presence with us in our suffering 

that our lives are enriched and enlarged beyond 

measure. 

• Psalm 34: Here are some verses from 'Psalms for 

Praying' for us to reflect on. 'I will bless the Beloved at 

all times; a song of praise will I sing.  My soul speaks to 

the Beloved continually; let all who suffer hear and be 

glad.  O open your hearts, friends, that your pain and 

loneliness be turned to Love; and then we shall rejoice 

in the Beloved together .... Look to the Beloved, and 

your emptiness will be filled; your face will radiate 

Love .... Though we are beset with many fears that 

cause illness and troubles, the Beloved is ever ready to 

lighten our heavy hearts, to ease our burdens, to 

comfort us in our sorrows.  The Beloved renews the life 

of all who surrender to Love.' 

• Hebrews 7: The writer to the Hebrews calls Jesus a 

high priest who can meet our needs, our Saviour, who 

calls us into a completely new way of being, a new way 

of living, a new way of loving.  He wants us to 

rediscover our oneness with God, with ourselves, with 

others; and through living out of that oneness become 

all that we can be. 

• Mark 10: Bartimaeus was marginalised because of his 

disability.  And some people wanted him to remain 

invisible, telling him to shut up when he called out to 

Jesus to have mercy on him.  But no one is an outsider 

to Jesus.  He extends his invitation to all to come to 

Him to receive healing and wholeness.  'What do you 

want me to do for you?' is a question Jesus goes on 

asking each one of us.  Perhaps what Bartimaeus needed 

to know most of all was that he was a worthwhile 

person, lovable, acceptable, worthy of being a disciple, 

precious to God.  Let's hear Jesus ask us this question 

each day this week 'What do you want me to do for 

you?'  How would you respond?  What is the deep need 

of your heart?  What is the thing that is crippling your 

life that you want to be released from?  What do you 

need to become the person God wants you to be, and 

live out of the fullness that God wants to give you?  

This is a journey into the unknown, as it was for 

Bartimaeus.  Does that excite you or terrify you? 

 

A prayer 

Lord, may we know an inner peace as we journey into the 

unknown, knowing that we go with You.  Amen. 
 


