
Prayer ~ Sunday 11th November 2018                         No 880 

 

Lectionary readings: 1 Kings 17: 8-16; Psalm 146; Hebrews 

9: 24-28; Mark 12: 38-44 

 

For reflection and prayer 

• 1 Kings 17: God provided for Elijah and for the widow 

and her son against all odds.  The woman stepped out in 

faith, freely sharing and offering the last food she had 

and she was greatly rewarded.  So often today we are 

filled with fear about tomorrow.  Fear is the opposite of 

faith.  Do we really trust God to give us what we need 

tomorrow (not what we want)?  God’s provision comes 

from unexpected sources.  Our vision is limited.  It is so 

easy to look at our world through the eyes of the media 

and see a hopeless situation.  We don’t hear about 

where God is at work, about the people of faith 

exercising love and compassion in difficult, seemingly 

hopeless, situations.  Let’s open our eyes this week and 

see miracles of love and grace where we are.  And may 

we too step out in faith, giving of ourselves totally to 

God and to others, and experience the blessing that 

results. 

• Psalm 146: Here are a few verses from ‘Psalms for 

Praying: ‘Praise the Beloved, O my soul.  I will praise 

You with all my being.  I will sing joyfully and with 

thanksgiving to You, Heart of my heart. Blessed are 

those whose strength is in the Beloved, whose trust is in 

You, O Divine Lover …who is ever faithful, bringing 

balance and harmony to earth ….You free us from the 

bonds of fear. You give insight to those who would see. 

You lift up the faint-hearted, giving succour to those 

who weep …. O that we might become beacons of light 

to those in darkness. May You who live forever in our 

hearts loose the fetters of fear that bind us, that we 

might praise You always with free and joyful song.’ 

• Hebrews 9: Jesus is described as our Advocate.  He is 

for us, working on our behalf, wanting only what is best 

for us.  He came into this world to show us how much 

God loves us, to bring us forgiveness, to show us 

selfless love, to lead us to healing and wholeness, that 

is, salvation here and now, as well as in the world to 

come. 

• Mark 12:  The religious leaders of Jesus’ day exploited 

people; they were full of their own importance, thinking 

themselves superior to others, acting out of their ego.  It 

didn’t occur to them to reflect on what they were doing 

and why.  By contrast, a poor widow gave to God all 

she had out of a heart of love.  Hers was sacrificial 

giving, selfless giving.  True giving should always hurt 

because we lay down part of our inner self, part of our 

deepest being.  How far are we willing to go for 

someone we love?  How much are we willing to give?  

On this remembrance Sunday we remember those men 

and women who have given themselves, and are giving 

themselves totally, often resulting in severe 

disfigurement or even death.   

A prayer 

Lord, in remembrance of those throughout time and even today, 

all over the world who have died in war, we pray fervently that  

we may become peacemakers.  O God, we pray for a new 

awareness of the battlefield within us, new ways of channelling 

aggressive instincts, new ways of thinking and being, a new 

appreciation of the world as one community, new methods of 

dialogue and negotiation, a new willingness to forgive and be 

reconciled, a new vision, a new hope, a new love and a new 

faith, that the peace that only You can give can reach out from 

within us to embrace the world.  (Adapted from Donald Hilton) 


