
Prayer ~ Sunday 18th November 2018                         No 881 

 

Lectionary readings: Daniel 12: 1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 

10:11-14, 19-25; Mark 13: 1-8 

 

For reflection and prayer 

• Daniel 12: Daniel speaks of a time of 'trouble, the worst 

trouble the world has ever seen'  (The Message)  or 

'anguish' (NLT).  It sounds like a description of our own 

world where there is so much poverty, disease, 

injustice, war.  It is natural, in such a situation, to long 

for someone who will deliver us from these 'evil' people 

who make people's lives such a misery.  The truth is that 

we are all adding to the injustices and problems of our 

world in the way we live selfishly and wastefully.  

Daniel expresses a longing for a time when we will live 

wisely and help others on the path of goodness and 

uprightness.  These are the things that light up a dark 

world.  So let's 'shine brilliantly' in this world and shed 

light where there is darkness.  We will each have our 

unique way of doing this as we open ourselves up to the 

God within us and allow Him to fill us with the fruit of 

His Spirit. 

• Psalm 16: This is one of my favourite Psalms.  Here is 

just one verse in two different paraphrases for us to 

reflect on. v 11 in Psalms Now: 'You do show me the 

paths I must take, O Lord.  Within Your all-embracing 

presence lies genuine fulfilment. In my relationship with 

You I discover incomparable and eternal joy.'  And v 11 

in Psalms for Praying: 'In Love's presence there is 

fullness of joy.  You are my Beloved; in You will I live.'  

This is surely the key to living wisely and well - living 

in God's embrace and allowing His love to change us so 

that we become like Him. 

• Hebrews 10: Jesus has done everything to bring about 

our healing and wholeness.  Jesus has shown us how to 

depend totally on God and live in conscious awareness 

of God's presence with us and His acceptance of us.  

The writer urges us to persevere in gathering together 

for worship, to encourage love and goodness and to spur 

each other on.  So let's seek to reach out in love to one 

another, being patient with one another's weaknesses, 

not quick to criticise, but keen to affirm and encourage 

one another. 

• Mark 13: The disciples long to know the future - just 

like us.  We are not content to live in the present. And 

it's not a pretty picture that's painted in this passage - 

wars, earthquakes, famines, people at each other's 

throats, hatred, persecution.  This is the world we are 

called to live in, keeping our faith in Jesus, not allowing 

ourselves to be led astray, but remaining firm in the 

Lord.  The Holy Spirit is within us, providing all the 

resources we need in order to build God's Kingdom here 

on earth.  Let's open our eyes to see signs of God's 

presence here, instead of focusing on all that's wrong.  

And let's make sure that we are co-operating with God 

in building a Kingdom of Love. 

 

A prayer 

Lord, help me to eradicate the distances between people instead 

of adding to them.  Help me to disentangle the 

misunderstandings that lead to breakdown in relationships and 

division.  Show me how to ignite the spark of God in me and 

speak words of praise rather than angry words, words of 

affirmation rather than words of criticism.  Help me to see that 

spark of God in each person I meet this week.  Help me to see 

that, little though I am, I can help build Your Kingdom. Amen. 
 


