
 

Prayer ~ Sunday 25th November 2018                       No 882 

 

Lectionary readings: Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14; Psalm 93; 

Revelation 1: 4b-8; John 18: 33-37 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Daniel 7: Daniel is trying to put into words his vision of 

God, glorious and majestic.  But he goes on to speak of 

one who looked like a man.  Jesus used this verse of 

Himself.  Jesus, the Son of Man, shows us what God is 

like, a God of love whose love is total.  This is the God 

we worship, a God awesome in power, and yet 

unconditionally loving.  Let's spend time each day this 

week contemplating this God who is Love. 

• Psalm 93: 'The Almighty reigns adorned in majesty; the 

Creator is robed and girded with strength.  Yes, the 

world is established and given into our care; our 

stewardship of the earth reflects our love for You, You, 

who are and ever shall be.  The cosmos celebrates your 

goodness, O Beloved; the waters lift up their voice; the 

winds speak through their roaring.  Mightier than the 

thunder of many storms, mightier than the waves of the 

sea, is the Most High.  That which you ordain is 

certain; holiness befits your house, our hearts, your 

dwelling place, O Beloved, for evermore.' (Psalms for 

Praying)  This God, described as the Almighty, dwells 

in our hearts.  This is the dwelling place He has chosen.  

How do you respond to this? 

• Revelation 1: Daniel prophesied that God would come 

in the form of a human being and He would come to 

reign.  The author of Revelation reminds us that He 

reigns in love.  Christ loved us and set us free to live 

like Him, to reach out with love and acceptance to all.  

The writer describes God as the 'One who is, who was 

and who is still to come'.  God has neither beginning nor 

end; He is eternal and He invites us to share His life and 

so experience eternal life here and now as we open 

ourselves to the God within us. 

• John 18:  Pilate's power stands out in stark contrast to 

Jesus' power.  Pilate represents the power we recognise 

so well - worldly power and authority - power and 

control that we seem to be obsessed with today.  Jesus' 

power is of a totally different dimension - the kind of 

power that can change the world - the power of God's 

love.  This is Christ the King Sunday and the last 

Sunday of the church year.  Jesus is a king who wants to 

rule over our hearts, a king who wants to bring healing 

and wholeness to us, a king whose power is love.  We 

now look forward to Advent.  We go into Advent 

believing Jesus is Lord and has the power to change us, 

and preparing ourselves to be challenged afresh to let 

God's love be incarnated in us so that we can be Christ 

to people. 

A prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we want to be lord of our 

own lives; to do what we want, in our own way, for our own 

benefit.  We confess that we want to be lord of the church; to 

worship in ways that please us, to hear a gospel that comforts 

and doesn't disturb, to organise activities which meet our 

personal needs.  We confess that we want to be lord of the 

world; to take as much as we can without giving back, to live in 

prosperity even at the cost of others' poverty.  But deep down 

we know better.  To make lords of ourselves, we must deny 

your Lordship.  Forgive us, Lord.  Renew our attitudes and our 

actions so that we recognise your Lordship in every part of life.  

Amen. 


