
Prayer ~ Sunday 2nd December 2018                           No 883 

 

Lectionary readings: Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25: 1-10; 1 

Thessalonians 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36  (First in Advent) 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Jeremiah 33: Jeremiah is usually thought of as the 

prophet of doom, but in this passage he is filled with 

hope, despite the fact that he is locked up in jail and 

enemies are besieging Jerusalem.  He is urging people 

to wait for the promise to be fulfilled.  We're not good 

at waiting. Advent is a time of waiting.  Let's not rush 

on to Christmas and miss God's coming to us in Advent.  

Let's see God at work in us and around us so that we 

don't join in with the voices of doom and gloom that 

seem to proliferate at this time of year but, like 

Jeremiah, allow ourselves to be filled with hope as we 

see signs of God's presence all around us. 

• Psalm 25: I have mentioned many times before how 

much I love v10 in The Living Bible: 'And when we 

obey him, every path he guides us on is fragrant with 

his loving-kindness and his truth.'  Here is the same 

verse in other versions. 'Psalms for Praying': 'Your paths 

are loving and sure, O Holy One.'  The Message: 'From 

now on every road you travel will take you to God.'  

Psalms Now: ' I know well that those who walk in your 

course for their lives find contentment and fulfilment.'  

You might like to reflect on these and hear what God 

says to you. 

• 1 Thessalonians 3: Paul is encouraged by the news that 

Timothy brings back and gives thanks for evidence of 

faith and growth in the Thessalonian church. He prays 

that God will continue to pour His love into their hearts 

and that God's love will strengthen them and make them 

whole as they wait for Jesus' coming.  May we too be 

filled with love, strength, wholeness and faith.  And as 

we wait in this time of Advent, let's watch for Christ's 

coming to us each day in unexpected and surprising 

ways.  And let's reach out in love to every person who 

touches our lives this week. 

• Luke 21: This is a difficult passage.  Jesus speaks of a 

time in the future when nations will be in turmoil.  Is 

this not what we are witnessing today as we look out on 

the world?  Have people not been perplexed by 'roaring 

seas and strange tides'?  Do we not see people around us 

losing courage because they are filled with fear about 

the fate of the planet?  We live in a world where there is 

so much cruelty, so much injustice, so much misery that 

we could easily despair.  But Jesus urges us to allow 

these things to galvanise us into action and to yoke 

ourselves with Him to bring about healing and 

wholeness to our world, to bring about His Kingdom 

right where we are.  So let's be prayerfully alert to what 

God wants each one of us to be and to do to bring in His 

Kingdom.  Let's be people filled with hope because we 

believe that good triumphs over evil, that God is alive 

and active in our world bringing about His Kingdom.  

How open are you to God, and how willing are you to 

work with Him in the power of the Holy Spirit this 

Advent to concentrate on the things that really matter, 

rather than getting sucked into the frenzy and madness 

that so often characterises this time of year, obscuring 

the real meaning?  What might help you to do that? 

A prayer 

Lord, may we share in the mystery of your presence this week, 

and always be ready to live each day for you and with You.  

Amen. 


