
Prayer ~ Sunday 9th December 2018                            No 884 

 

Lectionary readings: Malachi 3: 1-4; Psalm 27; Philippians 

1: 3-11; Luke 3: 1-6   (Second in Advent) 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• Malachi 3: God wants to refine us and purify us so that 

we discern what is important in life and prepare 

ourselves for Jesus' coming to us.  May this be a time 

when we wait in hope.  Let's use it as a time of heart-

searching, a time of God-consciousness, when we bring 

God into all our preparations so that we are not 

overwhelmed by the materialism that is prevalent, but 

open to God and willing to be changed by His presence. 

• Psalm 27: At this time of year we are surrounded by 

Christmas lights.  The Psalmist reminds us that God is 

our light.  He wants to light up our lives with His 

presence.  The Christmas lights will last for only a short 

time.  God's presence will go on lighting up our lives 

long after the Christmas lights have been packed away.  

May we allow God to fill our lives with His presence 

this week as we open ourselves to Him. 'The Lord says, 

'Seek my face.'  My heart responds, 'Your face, my 

Beloved, do I seek.'  (v8 Psalms for Praying)  May we 

indeed seek God this week and experience His loving, 

life-giving presence with us. 

• Philippians 1: When Paul thinks of the church at 

Philippi, it is with joy and thanksgiving because they 

are continuing on their journey of faith.  And Paul 

knows that God will finish the work of transformation 

begun in each one of them.  Paul prays that their love 

will grow and their lives will show the beauty of Jesus 

as they live to the glory of God.  May God bring growth 

in us this Advent as we open ourselves more and more 

to His grace.  May we seek to reach out in love to the 

people we meet, affirming and encouraging them.  And 

may our lives be characterised by joy and thanksgiving 

so that people will see God's presence in us. 

• Luke 3: John the Baptist was a lonely figure out in the 

wilderness, but God was present with him and gave him 

a message for the people.  This is the moment when 

God is coming to His people.  John says it isn't enough 

to believe in God; our faith must have a life-changing 

effect on us.  'Religion which does not effect 

transformation is not worth believing.'  (Barbara Fiand)  

So let's use this time of Advent to prepare for 

celebrating God coming to us once again, by spending 

time with God, bringing Him into everything we do, 

allowing Him to change us, so that we arrive at 

Christmas at peace, with thankful hearts, full of joy and 

filled with a sense of wonder. 

 

A prayer 

 

One candle dispels the darkness.  Lord, be with us.  Add spark 

to our worship.  Make us lights for the world through Christ, 

the Light that enlightens.   

One candle dispels the darkness.  Lord, be with us.  Make our 

hearts burn within us, so that we proclaim your word through 

Christ, the Word made flesh.   

One candle dispels the darkness.  Lord, be with us.  Shine like 

the dawn.  Colour our drab lives and help us to bring light into 

others' darkness through Christ, the Light of the world.  

One candle dispels the darkness.  Lord, be with us.  Make our 

eyes shine with the light of hope.  Despite the cost to ourselves 

or the fear of unknown pain, help us to respond to your call 

through Jesus, Son of Mary.  (Donald Hilton) 


