
Prayer ~ Sunday 30th December 2018                         No 889 

 

Lectionary readings:  1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 

Colossians 3: 12-17; Luke 2: 41-52 

 

For reflection and prayer 

 

• 1 Samuel 2:  Samuel was a gift from God, as every 

child is, and his parents dedicated him to God, which 

meant he lived in the Temple with Eli, the priest.  

Samuel was a symbol of hope in a society full of 

immorality.  'But the boy Samuel was very much alive, 

growing up, blessed by God and popular with the 

people.'  (v26 The Message)  We, too, live in a society 

where there is much corruption and darkness, and we 

need to be symbols of hope where we are.  Let's, like 

Samuel, be very much alive through the Spirit of God 

and seek God's blessing on our lives as we set our hearts 

on being all that God wants us to be - alive in the Spirit, 

aware of God's presence, present to God where we are. 

• Psalm 148: A psalm of praise to the Beloved, the 

Blessed One. 'All are called to be friends, companions 

to the true Friend, giving their lives joyfully as co-

creators and people of peace.  Praises be to the Blessed 

One, the very Breath of our breath, the very Heart of 

our heart.' (Psalms for Praying)  So let us work together 

with God creating harmony and peace, allowing His 

Spirit to live and breathe in us so that we live and love 

like Him. 

• Colossians 3: Paul gives a list of the qualities that 

should characterise our lives as Christians - compassion, 

kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline, 

forgiveness, peace, harmony, thankfulness.  These are 

the things we need to be clothed in.  Since God lives 

within each one of us, all these qualities are already 

present in us.  We need to open ourselves to God so that 

these qualities are activated in us.  And that has to be a 

deliberate choice on our part as we spend time with God 

and let His Spirit transform us. 

• Luke 2:  'You should have known that I would be in my 

Father's house.' (v49) Jesus' parents thought he was 

lost.  But Jesus was very much at home with God, 

present to where He was, attentive, absorbed.  At the 

age of twelve there was a growing awareness in Jesus of 

who He was and what His purpose in life might be.  He 

had obviously cultivated an intimate relationship with 

God.  It was to be almost twenty years before Jesus 

would start His ministry.  This would be a time of 

gestation for His vision, a time to immerse Himself in 

the Scriptures and to spend time with God, while no 

doubt working with his father as a carpenter.  He 

humbly and obediently went back home with His 

parents to grow up physically and spiritually, blessed by 

God.  He was willing to bide God's time.  Let us, too, be 

willing to wait on God, actively present to where we 

are, willing to let go of control and let God be God to 

us. 

 

A prayer 

God, our Father, You are leading each one of us and You 

want us to catch sight of the vision of all we can be by Your 

grace.  Let us, like Jesus, be trusting and faithful, 

recognising the need for the on-going process of reflection, 

renewal and transformation.  And as we move into a new 

year, let us have in our minds the words of Dag 

Hammarskjold (once the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations): 'For all that has been - Thanks!  For all that will 

be -Yes!' 


