
Roses aren’t the only flower 

Roses, chocolates, a meal out, or a card, what are  

you hoping, or planning, for on Thursday 14th?   

Why is St Valentine’s Day associated with love and  

romance? 

Not a great deal is known about Valentine, indeed  

there may have been more than one Valentine.   

One account tells us he was a Roman Priest at the time of Emperor Claudius II.  

Claudius believed married men made poor soldiers since they would be 

concerned for their wives and children if they died in battle.  So, he prohibited 

young men marrying.  Valentine however, secretly conducted marriages of 

Christian couples invoking the wrath of the Emperor who had him executed, on 

14th February. 

Another account tells us that when under house arrest, Valentine restored the 

sight of the householder’s daughter.  On the evening of his execution Valentine 

passed her a note which read "from your Valentine".  

However, it wasn’t until Jeffrey Chaucer that Valentine came to be associated 

with romance.  In 1382 Chaucer wrote the Parlement of Foules to honour the 

first anniversary of the engagement of King Richard II of England to Anne of 

Bohemia.  The poem contained the lines; “For this was on St. Valentine’s Day, 

when every bird cometh there to choose his mate.” 

By the eighteenth century the 14th February had become a day when people 

expressed their love with gifts.  Today around one billion cards are sent on St 

Valentine’s Day making it the second largest card-sending event of the year, 

Christmas being the first. 

 



We declare our love on Valentine’s Day, but what is love? 

The Apostle John wrote that love comes from God because God is love.  St Paul 

said, love is patient, kind, not jealous or conceited, arrogant or rude. Love does 

not keep a record of wrongs; is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but in the truth.  It never gives up and always protects, trusts, 

hopes and endures. 

I wonder how we measure up to those words in our relationships and what we 

mean when we say, “I love you.”   They are also words to reflect upon when 

God says to you, “I love you.” 

Love isn’t just something romantic or erotic.  Love is that feeling of compassion 

and kindness that drives people to open food banks, or to cross the world to 

rescue school boys from a cave or risk their own health by treating people 

they’ve never even met who suffer from Ebola.  Love is being a shoulder to cry 

on when someone is feeling sad or checking on an elderly neighbour when 

there is snow and ice and it is difficult to get out. 

Jesus challenges us to love our neighbour; meaning anyone and everyone, 

even our enemies.   

Traditionally our Valentine’s Day cards and gifts are anonymous.  So on 

Thursday, why not make a special gift, not of roses, but an extra item for the 

foodbank, or donation to a charity, and take a moment or two to think of 

someone you find it hard to love and ask God to help you love them.    

Whether or not you receive a special card remember - Jesus loves you. 
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