
A month ago I travelled to Dresden for a wedding.  The Germans gave us a great welcome, 

but many of them had very little English and those of us from the UK struggled to converse 

because our German is non-existent.  It also made travelling around quite challenging; trying 

to understand where the tram leaves, which direction you need to go, and particularly when 

to jump off.  I wondered what it must be like to find yourself living in a strange land where 

the language is completely incomprehensible so that all you hear and see means nothing to 

you, and where the customs are similarly alien, such as which types of rubbish need to go 

into which recycle bins. 

In the UK there are around 65 million people, but there are 68.5 million people across the 

world who have been forcibly displaced from their homes.  The UNHCR reports that 44,400 

people are forced from their homes every day due to war and persecution, with some 60% 

of the world's refugees coming from South Sudan, Afghanistan and Syria - all war related.  

It’s a sobering prospect to think that many of these people can’t go home, because their 

homes just don’t exist anymore. 

Yesterday, 23rd June, was Refugee Sunday.  It’s a day to reflect on, pray for, and engage 

with, worldwide efforts to help alleviate the deep and widespread suffering of displaced 

people.  More than three million have sought asylum in countries around the world.    

It’s interesting to reflect that in the Old Testament book of Leviticus we read; “When a 

foreigner resides among you in your land, do not ill-treat them. The foreigner residing 

among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself.” 

The UK government has committed to resettle 20,000 refugees by March 2020.  Here in 

Aberdeenshire we will have resettled 58 families (over 200 people) from Syria and Iraq by 

next March. 

However, the Government grants only 5 years Leave to Remain, so the families who arrived 

in 2016 will need to start their applications next year for permission to stay in the UK 

beyond 5 years.  There are no guarantees that any extensions will be given and so this will, 

understandably, cause high levels of anxiety. 

 



Many have horrific personal stories and find their families and friends are scattered across 

the globe.  However, the UK's 'Hostile Environment' Immigration Polices makes it impossible 

for families to reunite.  

The UK Refugee Resettlement programme is due to end next March.  No announcement has 

been made by the Hole Office about whether refugee resettlement will continue.  With 

forced displacement at record highs, councils, charities and faith groups across the UK are 

lobbying for managed refugee resettlement to continue beyond 2020. 

 

Locally, the Al-Amal Project is a refugee led community development project that works to 

include these new Scots’ and the settled community in a range of projects and 

activities.  Families receive help with housing, benefits, language, schooling and health from 

the Resettlement Team.  With this kind of support, it’s not long before they take control of 

their lives and begin to contribute back into their new communities.   

Friends of the Al-Amal Project is a recently constituted welcome group with its roots in 

church and community volunteers, dedicated to supporting new Scots' with the issues that 

matter in their lives.  The volunteers seek to provide opportunities to help the refugees 

develop their English language skills so they can function independently and contribute to 

the community.  They also assist with cultural activities to facilitate integration and mutual 

understanding. 

If you want to find out more about the work of the Friends of Al-Amal get in touch by e-

mailing friendsofalamalproject@gmail.com.   To find out more about how we are supporting 

Syrian refugees locally go to    www.syrianrefugeesaberdeenshire.wordpress.com  or contact 

Katie Maclean at katie.maclean@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. 
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