
Thursday 12th December 2019 

There’s not long to go now, are you ready? 

I’m not talking about Christmas but the General Election.  There is a 

connection.  At Christmas we spend a lot of time and money preparing to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Many of us take time from work; it’s a real holiday 

– we even decorate our homes and streets with lights to welcome the birth of 

the Light of the World.  It’s an important event. 

Jesus has much in common with the many destitute, poor and persecuted 

people today.  He was hardly welcomed when Mary and Joseph found no room 

for him in Bethlehem.   Then they had to run for their lives as the authorities, 

under King Herod, sought to kill Jesus.  There are many today who have 

nowhere to lay their head, and many who have run to foreign lands to save 

their lives.   

Jesus came to bring in a Kingdom of inclusion, acceptance, peace, compassion, 

love, justice, and generosity; a Kingdom where we give up self for the sake of 

others.  Jesus taught us to love and care about people who are ill, homeless, 

hungry or in need.  He said that when we do, we show our love and care for 

him. 

Do we want the kind of community that the person whose birthday we are 

celebrating taught us to build? If not, then why all the fuss?  

Have we responded to his call over the past 2,000 years or so?   

Celebrating the birth of Jesus means more than a card, a present and a turkey 

meal; it’s about how we live together in community and the kind of country we 

want the UK to be in the 2020s.   

We need to keep that at the forefront of our minds on Thursday when we have 

that stubby little pencil in our hand wondering where to place our X.   

Rev Martyn Sanders 

 


